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How to Recycle Batteries 

 

In New York, it is illegal to dispose of rechargeable batteries as solid waste. The New York 
Rechargeable Battery Recycling Law requires that rechargeable batteries must be properly recycled. 
Any store that sells them must accept recycling.  

Single-use batteries (AA, AAA, 9V, etc.) can be put in the trash, but it is better to recycle them. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
How to Recycle: 

Save your batteries and bring to the next Hyde Park Repair Café. Do not bring to other Repair Cafes 
unless they specifically say they accept battery recycling. Most do not. 

Alternatively, you can find locations for recycling Rechargeable batteries, and Single-use batteries at 
https://batterynetwork.org/state-recycling-laws/new-york/. Scroll down to see who accepts them.  

 CVS in Hyde Park, and Home Depot in Pok will accept rechargeable batteries. 
 Staples in Pok (by Barnes & Noble) will accept single-use batteries, rechargeable batteries, and 

cell phones. 

“High-energy batteries” are Rechargeable batteries over 300 Wh. These are typically used in larger 
power tools. To calculate watt-hours (Wh) multiply volts times amp hours.  For example, for a power tool 
battery marked 56V and 7.5 Ah, multiply 56 x 7.5 = 420 Wh.  
To Recycle: Use https://batterynetwork.org/state-recycling-laws/new-york/ and look for locations 
that accept “high-energy batteries”.  

 Lowes stores accept high-energy batteries. 
 We do not accept these batteries at the Repair Café.  

 

Difficult to Recycle: 

 Damaged, defective or recalled (DDR) batteries. Look for swelling and heavy leaking.  
Corrosion on standard sized batteries is OK. 

 Automotive batteries can be returned to garages and auto-parts stores. 

 Electronics and consumer goods containing rechargeable batteries can be recycled at the 
Hyde Park Repair Café, or Dutchess County electronics recycling events. See 
https://dutchessny.gov/Departments/Solid-Waste-Management/Household-Hazardous-Waste-
Electronics-Event.htm for dates.  

  

Single-Use Standard Batteries are 
Consumer batteries in standard sizes. 
  

 

Rechargeable Batteries are Lithium-ion, 
Nickel Cadmium (Ni-Cd), Nickel Metal 
Hydride (NiMH). 

 

 


